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Hawaiian Islands NWR Tern Island
The first blackfooted and Laysan albatross eggs

surveys (called sweeps) around the island found four
green turtles trapped behind the wall, all of which

hatched on January 12 and January 20, respectively were successfully released by refuge staff.

Believe it or not, the first hatches last year occurred
on the exact same dates!

In addition to albatross, most species of seabirds at
Tern are now in the full swing of creating their next
generation. Those laying eggs included-taited
tropicbirds, masked and rédoted boobies, and
great frigatebirds. Bon
storm petrels chicks were found during nest
censuses. Finally, both sooty and gbegcked terns
have been seen visiting, but had not yet settled in.

Nesting birds at Tern Island take advantage of every

avail able spot. ACondominium
with great frigatebirds, red -footed boobies, white terns,

and brown noddies in residence (noddy in shadow.)

Near the end of the month, humpback whales were
seen in the area of French Frigate Shoals. As it

Hawaiian Islands NWR Laysan Island:
Sixteen blackooted albatross, originally banded on
Tern Island, were sighted on Laysan. This relatively
high numbeghbosoiAfeom anot
somewhat unusual, as albatross typically have high
nest site fidelity. Laysan staff will continue to
monitor the status of these wanderers.

mo s

Despite numerous storm events and high winds (at

ti mes greater than 30 kno
went on through much of the month for the Laysan
Island field crew, which included: spraying or

removal of invasive plant species; horticulture and
out-planting of native plants; albatross monitoring;
brinefly surveys at the hypersaline lake; shorebird
surveys; and Laysan duck inventories. There is a lot

of great work that gets completed in a typical month!

Beginning on January 10 and lasting throughout the
month, Laysan staff reacted to a disturbingafie
event of Laysan albatross. Dead birds were found in
the surf, near the lake, on all sides of the island, with
a couple even having appeared to have just keeled
over when sitting on a nest. In addition, multiple
sickibirdsywere alsofound. The sickbirds were
typically lethargic and nonreactive to humans, and
had no external injuries or indications of illness.
Overall, at least 60 Laysan albatross died associated
with this event. Several birds were frozen for
physical examination and analysis for contaminants

turns out, the Tern Island barracks roof serves as ar and will be transferred in March to Theirry Work

excellent spotting platform.

The seawall that is essential to protecting Tern
Island from heavy surf and erosion continues to be
a wildlife management challenge, as well. Regular

with the USGS National Wildlife Health Research
Center in Honolulu. Neither Tern Island nor Midway
Atoll have reported any unusual albatross mortality.
We will continue to monitor and investigate this
mystery.



