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	 Hawaiian Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), or honu. The islands 
	 and atolls of Papahänaumokuäkea encompass over 90% of the total nesting area 	
	 for the Hawaiian population of the Green Turtle. 

	 Makau, or the Hawaiian fishhook, has been used by expert Hawaiian fishers 	
	 since ancient times. A wide range of fishing activities occurred in the Hawaiian 	
	 Islands in antiquity, as evidenced by the presence of one-, two-, and multiple 	
	 piece fishhooks. 

	 Ulua, or the Giant Trevally (Caranx ignobilis), represents one of 
	 the abundant and wide-ranging apex predators of Papahänaumokuäkea’s coral 	
	 reef ecosystems. These predator-dominated systems are characteristic of reefs 	
	 prior to human exploitation, a concept embodied in the Hawaiian term ‘äina 	
	 momona (place of abundance). 

	 Galapagos sharks (Carcharhinus galapagenesis), are significant both ecologically 
	 and culturally. Sharks, manö, are the most common ‘aumakua (family guardian 
	 spirits) of fishing families, and represent the physical form of such highly revered 
	 gods as Kamohoali‘i, who guided his sister Pele through Papahänaumokuäkea 
	 (Beckwith 1970).

	 Representation of Papahänaumokuäkea‘s several species of terns 
	 Papahänaumokuäkea protects colonies of global significance for 
	 14 million seabirds, representing 21 species. It is the largest 
	 tropical seabird rookery in the world. 

	 Representation of the traditional Hawaiian voyaging canoe, 
	 Höküle‘a. As in generations past, the contemporary apprentice wayfinder’s first 	
	 open-ocean training ground takes them into Papahänaumokuäkea. 

	 Native Hawaiian practitioners utilize conch shells in cultural 
	 protocol. For instance, by blowing a conch shell and chanting, Native Hawaiian 	
	 practitioners greet their ancestors (küpuna), give thanks, and ask their permission 	
	 to land on Nihoa and Mokumanamana. 

	 Crab, or päpa‘i, represent the benthic shallow-water invertebrates of 
	 Papahänaumokuäkea, many of which are just being identified and dozens are 
	 species new to science. Many invertebrates, such as päpa‘i, are important for 
	 subsistence and cultural activities, and today, in bridging traditional and 
	 Western practices in the management of Papahänaumokuäkea.  



Red Algae 
(Photo: Susan Middleton & David Liittschwager)



Red Algae 
(Photo: Susan Middleton & David Liittschwager)






